
Sullied Sediment: PAD test

Sources of potential pollution
• Personal care product (triclosan) – Check the label
• Medicine – Dispose via local pharmacist
• Garden products (metaldehdye) – use alternatives

https://theconversation.com/four-simple-ways-you-can-reduce-
pollution-in-your-local-river-95385

How?
• A wax barrier in the paper creates reaction zones 

where a colour change occurs.
• We can test for potential pollutants by observing a 

colour change in the reaction zone.

Just add 
water

Paper Analytical Devices (PADs)Domestic pollution sources 
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Paper-based devices can be used to check for 
pollutants in river water using  colour changes.
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This work is carried out as part of the EU-Interreg North Sea Region, focusing on the Sullied Sediments project 

Iron Nickel

Copper

Everyday household items too often end up in our local 
waterways where they can cause problems. Simple changes 

to our lives could help prevent this. 

https://theconversation.com/four-simple-ways-you-can-reduce-pollution-in-your-local-river-95385


Everyday household products too often end up in 
our local waterways where they can cause 

problems. Simple changes to our lives could help 
prevent this. 

Sullied Sediment: Domestic sources 
of river pollution

This work is carried out as part of the EU-Interreg North Sea Region, focusing on the Sullied Sediments project 

Just add 
water

A simple test for one pollutant. 

Ways you can help 
reduce other pollutants. 

• Personal care product – Check the label 
for triclosan (TCS)

• Medicine – Dispose via local pharmacist
• Garden products (metaldehyde)  – use 

alternatives
https://theconversation.com/four-simple-ways-you-

can-reduce-pollution-in-your-local-river-95385
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