


Minutes of meeting in NSC Transport group 30 June 2021
Time: 10 – 13 hrs. Format: Teams. Cllr. = politicians. * = new participants
Participants (24)
· Cllr Peter Argyle, NSC Vice President, Aberdeenshire (SCO)
· Cllr Preben Friis-Hauge, Chair, South Denmark
· Cllr. Kåre Pettersen, Vice Chair, Vestfold og Telemark (NO), 
· Jon Halvard Eide, Adviser, Agder (NO)
· Magnus Engelbrektsson, Executive Secretary, Västra Götaland (SE) 
· Robin Stenström, Assistant Executive Secretary, Västra Götaland (SE) *
· Astrid Burhöi, Västra Götaland Brussels office (SE) *
· Agata Kowall, Aberdeen City (SCO)
· Cllr. Bill Howatson, Aberdeenshire (SCO)
· Philip Smart, Aberdeenshire (SCO)
· Daniel Koelikamp, Province of Groningen (NL)
· Cllr Ingebjørg Godskesen, Agder (NO)
· Linda Carolina Ehnmark, Vestfold og Telemark (NO)
· Dawn Syvertsen, Adviser NSC Smart Regions group, Vestfold og Telemark (NO)
· Rune Bakkevoll, Viken (NO) *
· Cllr. Randi Walderhaug Frisvoll, Møre og Romsdal (NO) 
· Janne Lønsethagen, Møre og Romsdal (NO)
· Cllr.Tor Andre Ljosland, Vestland (NO)
· Kalliopi Kallesi, Rogaland (NO) *
· Terje Skrattaldsrud, Trøndelag (NO)
· Tommy Madsen, North Denmark (DK)
· Cllr. Magnus Lagergren, Örebro (SE)
· Dino Keljalic, Örebro (SE)
· Lucas Bosser, CPMR Transport director
Apologies
· Cllr John Reynolds, Vice Chair, Aberdeen City (SCO) 
· Øystein Hunvik, Vestland (NO)
· Cllr. Arne Nielsen, North Denmark (DK)
· Marta Jacuniak-Suda, Weser-Ems, Lower Saxony (DE)
· Niels Græsbøll Olesen, South Denmark (DK)


0. Welcome and presentation of participants 
The Chair welcomed the participants to the meeting and requested them to make a short presentation of themselves. 
1. Minutes from meeting 12 March 2021 
Links to the minutes and presentations from the previous meeting were distributed from the Adviser 17 March
No comments. Adopted.
2. General information on NSC and CPMR activities by representatives of NSC Presidency / Secretariat 
Executive Secretary Magnus Engelbrektsson gave an update on current NSC activities and future plans. 
Robin Stenström has taken over from Anneli Weinholt as new Assistant Executive Secretary.
The Annual Business Meeting (ABM) and joint North Sea conference in cooperation with Interreg will take place in Bruges, West Flanders, 23 – 25 November. There will be group meetings or study visits in the morning of 23th. The ABM is scheduled for the 23th, and the conference for the 24th. The conference also includes break-out sessions according to the priorities of the NSR 2030 strategy and the corresponding policy objectives of the new Interreg programme. There will be events on different topics in the new Interreg NSR programme on the 25th.  Registrations to open in September. There will also be a youth event parallel to the conference.
ExCom is scheduled to meet in Brussels on 1 October if the Coronavirus situation allows.  
Hannelore Maelfeit from West-Flanders, has been appointed as new Adviser for the Marine Resources Group. 
Northern Netherlands have indicated their willingness to take over the NSC secretariat from 1 January 2022, but the formal confirmation of this is still pending. 
The Dutch government organised an event during the European Maritime Days where they raised the issue of whether the EU should develop an EU sea basin strategy for the North Sea. This initiative was confirmed by a Dutch minister at the CPMR Political Bureau in June.  
Lucas Bosser gave a brief update on CPMR affairs. The General Assembly (GA) is scheduled for 13 – 14 October in Crete, but still uncertain whether it will take place on spot or in a digital/hybrid format. The GA has a session on transport, but since the revised TEN-T regulation will not be ready by that time the focus will rather be on territorial accessibility and decarbonisation of transport.
The next meeting of the CPMR Transport working group is scheduled for late September/early October. The meeting will discuss the first calls under CEF (see also item 6 below) and a territorial accessibility mapping. There will also be a dedicated session where the geographical commissions (like the NSC) can present their work.  

3. Round table on recent transport developments (plans, strategies, infrastructure projects and investments, regulatory schemes etc.), in member regions 
Northern Netherlands (N-NL) by Daniel Koelikamp
N-NL is working to replace diesel trains with Hydrogen (H2) trains. The region is part of a CEF proposal on this which was approved on 30 June. The ambition is that H2 trains will start to run from 2023 – 2024. N-NL is interested to cooperate with other regions involved with H2 trains.
A Hyperloop center will be built in Groningen, first of its kind in Europe (see also presentation at webinar 11 March). The center will mainly address freight. The center has obtained all necessary permits and is scheduled to open late 2022/early 2023.
An Innovative Mobility Center for different mobility solutions is to be established at the University of Groningen by 2022. The center will be energy positive.
Daniel mentioned an interesting report in Dutch about how regional airports can benefit from the introduction of electric aviation due to their available capacity and that el-aircrafts don’t need much runway length. He is interested to exchange info on that subject.
Örebro by Magnus Lagergren
A new national infrastructure plan has been adopted by the Swedish parliament.
Good news on rail developments between Oslo-Stockholm. The Swedish and Norwegian transport ministers have met to discuss concrete plans for upgrade. 
The Swedish Transport Administration is expected to make an announcement on the selection of el-road pilots, and Örebro is hoping to be selected. 
Møre og Romsdal by Randi Walderhaug Frisvoll
Randi shared a presentation which covered issues like the new regional transport strategy adopted in June, input to the National Transport Plan, initiative to reduce ferry prices by 25%, a big road project, tenders in climate-friendly ferry services, project about autonomous city ferries and a statement from the Western Council to the Norwegian input to TEN-T revision. Randi’s presentation is attached to the minutes. 
Vestland by Tor Andre Ljosland 
The light rail service in Bergen has now reached 100 million passengers since the opening some years ago. A new line will open in 2023. 
The County is also building a bicycle tunnel.
Vestland county has won an “E visionary award” because all county ferries are electric and that el-cars make up a large share of the total fleet (70% of all new sales).
Vestland has allocated new funding for charges, and the tender requires Tesla to make the stations available for all kind of cars.
Aberdeenshire by Philip Smart
Philip thanked the group for having issued letters of support to two project extensions under the Interreg NSR programme. Both extensions were approved. See more information under item 6 below.
The Council has started to introduce H2 also in the fleet of heavy vehicles. A work is also starting on a zero emission road map.
As for the web platform for active travel which was mentioned at the previous group meeting, Philip informed that this platform has not been launched yet. The Council will establish this platform as a permanent service – not only Covid-related. Aberdeenshire will notify the group when this service is up and running.
North Denmark by Tommy Madsen
Informed that the pre-project on the development initiative for the Jutland corridor (also involving Vestfold-Telemark, Agder and Central Denmark) is now finished. Tommy mentioned that the transport stakeholders are interested to be involved in a main project under the Interreg Øresund-Kattegat-Skagerrak programme which will start to be developed from the autumn and submitted in the spring of 2022.
The Danish parliament has made an agreement on infrastructure development towards 2035 with a total budget of 15 bn. Euro. The region is fairly satisfied with the agreement.
Västra Götaland by Astrid Burhöi
The region has allocated funds to start a project on expanding the network of charging stations/points.
The STRING network has just started an initiative for the roll-out of charging stations in the corridor between Hamburg and Oslo. Read more about this initiative here: https://stringnetwork.org/initiatives/#hydrogen-corridor
Vestfold og Telemark (VT) by Linda Carolina Ehnmark
VT is happy that the Norwegian parliament has increased its ambition on completing inter-city rail lines around Oslo.
The building of double tracks are going as planned, and this will enable 4 hourly departures towards Oslo from 2025.
VT has provided input to the statement from the Norwegian Transport Ministry on the TEN-T revision, and has also presented its position on Oslo-Stockholm and the Jutland corridor in bilateral meetings with the Ministry. 
It is now more and more focus on the value chain for H2 in the Grenland area, which also represent opportunities for the transport sector. 
Linda also mentioned that Kåre Pettersen was invited to the Eastern Norway County Network to present the policy and lobby work of the NSC, with the Jutland Corridor as case.
Other presentations and reports
Apart from the oral reports given in the meeting, a presentation from Agder and a status report from Aberdeen City are included in the documentation from the meeting.






4. Clean and innovative transport and shipping 
How to use the report on innovative and intelligent transport solutions? Plans for future updates? 
The first version of the report was published in March. Daniel elaborated on how the report could be used, which amongst others include:
· Link examples up to the EU strategy for smart mobility.
· Consider submitting proposals to upcoming calls in EU programmes. N-NL will go for a call under Horizon Europe on autonomous transport, but also the chapter on innovative mobility solutions could be interesting for EU calls, cf. also the presentation under item 6.
· Disseminate the report to different stakeholders in our own regions – something which has been done in N-NL. Daniel encouraged all group members to do that.
· Start to think about possible updates towards the next meeting in October.
Decision & follow-up
· The task holder team for clean and intelligent transport and shipping is requested to meet over the summer break to further discuss the use of the report. Such a meeting would be natural to connect to the review of the Horizon Europe calls presented under item 6.
Involvement of Transport group in the planning of a webinar on Smart Specialisation (S3) & Renewable Energy Solutions in cooperation with the NSC Smart Regions group on 5 October 10 – 13 hrs. 
The Vice Chair in the NSC Smart Regions group, Philip Bell from Aberdeenshire Council presented a draft version of the agenda for this event. Also the Transport Adviser has been involved in the planning of this event. 
The title of the webinar is as follows: North Sea Talks Webinar on «Smart Spesialisation and Renewable Energy Solutions in the Transport Sector». The programme consists of the following items: 
· The Smart Specialisation Strategy Concept
· Relevant European Investment Bank schemes or something similar. EU Taxonomy with criteria for sustainable investments.
· Presentation of regional examples of S3 priorities on renewable energy solutions in the transport sector (H2, el-vehicles & ferries, CCS etc.)
Smart Regions Group request for input to a survey on the production and recycling of electric batteries. 
Dawn Marie Syvertsen, Adviser for the NSC Smart Regions group presented this initiative. Her presentation is included in the documentation from the meeting.
Dawn read out the list of persons who are responsible for collecting information on national frameworks and plans the production and recycling of batteries for electric vehicles. 
She pointed out that it would also be useful to know if there are no frameworks or plans. 
The response deadline has been extended to 16 August. 

Decision & follow-up
· Group members are encouraged to contribute to this mapping

5. TEN-T & Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) 
Linda presented the main points in the NSC policy position to the EU consultation on the revision of the TEN-T regulation which was submitted together with the online questionnaire in May.  
She also gave an update on the status for the planning of a joint Baltic Sea Commission (BSC) – NSC event on the TEN-T revision to be held in Brussels late autumn or early next year depending upon when the revised regulation & guidelines will be published. The timing of the event will also be adapted to the meeting schedule of the European Parliament (EP) Transport Committee. The purpose of this event is to present our interests and positions on the TEN-T revision towards Members of the EP and representatives of the EU Council (member states). Linda pointed out that the start-up of the legislative process is a good time to organise such an event. 
She suggested that we could also consider the possibility of organising a joint “ordinary” group meeting with the BSC while the members are in Brussels anyhow.
Linda’s presentation is included in the documentation from this meeting.
The Chair expressed his satisfaction with the good work of the TEN-T team. 
Decisions & follow-up
· The TEN-T team continues to plan the event in Brussels together with representatives of the BSC Transport working group. The team should in dialogue with the political leadership of the group also consider the option of organising a common group meeting with the BSC.
Other TEN-T related issues
A question was raised on the role of the European Coordinators for the core network corridors. These Coordinators play a vital role for keeping and speeding up the momentum in the completion of the core network by the deadline in 2030. Lucas assumed that their role is likely to be reinforced in the new period, but it is uncertain whether there will be a dedicated coordinator for the comprehensive network as requested by the CPMR.
Lucas thanked the NSC TEN-T team for doing a great job – which is also contributing greatly to the work of the CPMR. 
Reports from past events in Core Network Corridor Forums.  
Dino has been involved in two workshops or core network dialogues focusing on the “Bothnian Gulf” and the “STRING” geography. 
He will meet with the Adviser of the ScanMed forum in DG Move to plan the Swedish part of the upcoming “express train” journey where the Coordinator will travel between a number of cities in Europa, and hopes that the train will also stop in Örebro. 
Dino’s presentation and other related documents are included in the documentation from the meeting.
The Chair mentioned that the Region of South Denmark has “activated” its membership in STRING, and asked about what is the focus of STRING in relation to ScanMed. Dino mentioned that the corridor Coordinator, Pat Cox, has highlighted STRING as an important area in the northern part of ScanMed.
Linda mentioned that she has investigated the possibility of VT being an observer to the ScanMed forum, but DG Move replied that there are no provisions in the TEN-T regulation for such observers. It would thus be important that the regions which are not represented in the forum benefit from the membership of the Jutland regions, Örebro and other NSC member regions.
Lucas suggested that we could try to influence the draft TEN-T regulation on the issue of more inclusive membership in the corridor forums.
Tommy stated that it takes some time to get into the context of the ScanMed forum with +80 members.
Decisions & follow-up
· Group members participating in corridor forum meetings are requested to report back to the group on a regular basis.
Update on CEF 2021 – 2027 
Lucas informed that the CPMR has been working towards CEF II for 4 years. The legislative process has thus been long. Agreement between EP and Council was reached in March. Final version was adopted by the EP transport committee on 24 June. Next step is the adoption of the final CEF regulation by the EP in plenary. To be published in the Official Journal of the EU retroactively from1 Jan 2021.
A major change in CEF II is the military mobility envelope. The EC furthermore wants to spend credits of the CEF more gradually. Calls are expected to be published shortly – late summer (August-September). Lucas does not know the exact content of those calls, but more could be known by the time of the meeting of the CPMR Transport group in September/October. 
CPMR considers to organise an informal info day on CEF to make it easier to ask questions in late September/early October. 
Read more about CEF here: https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/news-events/newsroom/agreement-2021-2027-connecting-europe-facility
6. Project-related issues 
Outcome of the 12th call (project extensions) under the Interreg North Sea Region (NSR) Programme – involvement of NSC member regions in approved projects. The Adviser 
The Adviser presented an overview of the outcome of this call for transport projects. Several projects have partners from NSC member regions – including the two projects for which the Transport group has issued letters of support.
The presentation is included in the documentation from this meeting.
Status for the preparation of the Interreg NSR programme 2021 – 2027, by Robin Stenström, Assistant Executive Secretary/NCP and member of the programme preparation group for Sweden 
A draft version of the programme document has recently been circulated to the partner states for validation. The programme will be submitted to the European Commission for final approval in November.  
Robin informed that there might be a “soft” launch of the programme in October – with calls to be formally opened early 2022. The first projects could be approved in May 2022 according to this timeline.
He also mentioned that the Secretariat is organising a series of “Sneak preview webinars” with opportunities to pitch project ideas under different priorities of the new programme during this and next week, and most of these webinars will be published at the web. https://northsearegion.eu/about-the-programme/programme-news/sneak-preview-north-sea-region-programme-2021-2027/
Robin in particular highlighted the webinar on Priority 2, which includes the specific objective on transport, on 5 July 10 – 11 hrs.
More information is/will soon become available at the homepage of the programme: https://northsearegion.eu/
Transport objective under the NSR programme 2021 – 2027: Promoting sustainable multimodal urban mobility. The Adviser
Robin mentioned that it would also be possible to support transport projects under the following specific objectives under priority1: 
· Enhancing research and innovation capacities and the uptake of advanced technologies it could be projects in relation to smart cities, electrification and automation. But also marine and maritime issues in relation to research development innovation cooperation.
· Under Specific objective 2: Developing skills for smart specialisation, industrial transition and entrepreneurship (SO1.2) – the Programme highlights Mobility, Transport and Logistics, as fields with a strong potential for transnational cooperation in skills development.
The presentation of the specific objective on transport is included in the documentation from the meeting.
Asked by the Chair, the Adviser assumed that it would still be possible for the Transport group to have contact with the programme secretariat despite the fact that the new programme does not include the dedicated policy objective on transport.
Philip asked about the possibilities of Scottish partners participating in projects at their own expense as the UK government has decided to opt out of the programme. 
After the meeting Robin got the following answer from an officer at the programme secretariat: 
The programme does not have any scheme for 'associated partners' that participate without any funding from the programme. However, some of our projects set up advisory boards or similar bodies made up of organisations considered as 'external partners' to the project. These organisations provide their own funding to participate, but it is not at full partner level. All this being said, the rules for the next programme are not set in stone yet, so there may be room for exploring this option – and it is certainly an interesting one, given that we have lost the UK as a participating country in the next period, but that we really appreciate the contributions made by our current UK beneficiaries. Something to discuss! 
Interesting calls on transport under Horizon Europe (HE)  
There was a presentation of the work programme for transport at the webinar the transport group organised on 11 March.  
The Adviser has identified two calls which he believes could be interesting for the group to explore and possibly pursue: 
· HORIZON-CL5-2022-D6-02-04: Accelerating the deployment of new/shared mobility services for the next decade (Work programme p.443).
· HORIZON-CL5-2022-D6-02-05: Advanced multimodal network and traffic management for seamless door-to-door mobility of passengers and freight transport (Work programme p.446).
Link to final work programme on Energy and Transport under Horizon Europe.https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2021-2022/wp-8-climate-energy-and-mobility_horizon-2021-2022_en.pdf
These calls have a broader socio-economic & societal scope and orientation (as opposed to many other calls in this cluster which are very narrow & technical) where regional authorities have a clear responsibility and interest with regards to planning of infrastructure and transport services, as well as in terms of citizens engagement and fostering of social acceptance. Regions could also act as living labs for tests and demonstrations, and help to increase impact through dissemination and exploitation activities.
As the NSC is not a legal entity, it could not formally be a partner to HE proposals. We would have to identify member regions or institutions in those regions to be partners. The NSC could probably have some kind of associated function in terms of dissemination & exploitation and thus act as a “multiplier”.
Philip pointed out that HE is probably the only EU programme where also the UK could take part. Aberdeenshire has some experience from Horizon 2020 projects and he would be happy to review the possibilities of pursing the calls presented in the meeting.
Daniel believed that the Report on innovative transport solutions (cf. also item 4) could be a good starting point for developing projects to these calls – in particular the first one presented. He expressed his interest in coordinating the activity of the group in relation to that.
Linda mentioned that VT has established a group focusing on smart mobility which could fit with the scope of these calls. 
Link to webcasts on Horizon Europe transport calls on 5 and 6 July: See link to programme and access to the online streaming here: https://www.horizon-europe-infodays2021.eu/event/cluster-5-climate-energy-mobility
Decision & follow-up
· The members of the task holder teams review the two calls presented in the meeting ahead of the next group meeting in October.
· They will also explore the availability of relevant partners in their regions, e.g. within research, transport operators, infrastructure managers and operators of transport hubs etc.
· The NSC representatives will inform about this initiative at the next meeting in the CPMR Transport working group, and ask if the CPMR itself and regions from other geographical commissions could be interested in joining project development initiatives towards these calls.

7. Dates and venue/format for next meeting(s) 

· Vestfold og Telemark 28 – 29 October. 
Vice Chair Kåre Pettersen and Linda presented a preliminary version of the programme, which is also included in the documentation from the meeting. 

8. AOB 
No issues were reported under this item.
The Chair thanked for the participation and contributions in the meeting, and expressed strong hopes that the group would be able to meet in person in Vestfold og Telemark in October.
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